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Welcome

We are delighted to welcome you to the first issue of ouregvsletter. We
hope you enjoy this issue and those to followtlie coming monthsYou {
can look forward to: features about the wondertulisinesses on our sitg
topical issues; competitions; offers and hints and tipsall aspects of yo
home. We'd love to hear what you think and receive your letters, quest
and diaries of your own renovations and dmiilds.

In this issue find out how you can wirfieeatastic 2 night stayn the most
extreme 'Grand Design' ever! Check out details of our launch arfceget = 28
ticketsto the Home Building & Renovating Show in Harrogate. Read ot '
exclusive interview with Francis Shaw, owner and renovator of Hellifielc §
Peel. 3

Thank you for subscribing.

Christine Pearce & Paula Smith

Founder Directors

Paula Smith and Christine Peat
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Home Building & Renovating Show in Harrogate, North Yorkshire.

We will be joined for the ceremony by Francis Shaw of Hellifield Peel, nr Skipton, whose inspirational transform:
the 14" century Yorkshire ruin was a favourite of viewers of the Chan@ebad Designseries. Mr Shaw will be at our
exhibition stand (number 335, in Hall B) at 3pm on the 6th November to cut the ribbon and officially launch ou
web site.

The show runs from 6t 8th November and we have free tickets to give away. Visitors to our stand will have a ct
to win a two-nights stay at Hellifield Peel To claim your free tickets simply follow the Ilink &
www.restorationandbeyond.co.uk

Our unigue and innovative website will be available on our stand for visitors to explore and find out how shoppi
home-related products and services will never be the same again! We look forward to meeting you there.

An Englishman's Home ...
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Castle was transformed from a crumbling ruin by architect Francis Shaw.

With foundations dating back to Saxon times, and previous owners including

the Knights Hospitallers, the building was just perfect for someone who

never quite outgrew his boyhood fascination for castles and tower rooms.

Here, Mr Shaw tells Restoration & Beyond about the extraordinary journey
that he, his family and Hellifield Peel Castle have been on together.

R&B: How did you first discover Hellifield Peel Castle?

FS: | actually first saw it when | was just 14 and travelling north to Scotland for a family holiday. | was in charge o
map which meant we saw more than our fair share of castles, tower houses and ancient buildings on the way.

Almost 30 years later, having spent many of the intervening years in Dubai, | decided to look for somewhere to liv
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than consult local estate agents | looked at the Buildings at Risk register and there it was.

The owners had been trying to get rid of it for about 10 years and were just waiting for the right idiot to come alon
That was in August 2003 and we bought it in October 2004.

R&B: How have the last five years been?
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| was holding down a fulime job while working on the restoration, so it was a case of working flat out at evenings
weekends. For three years, | averaged about four hours sleep a night and even in winter temperaifir€s bivas
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| have a very understanding wife (her father built and extended houses himself) and children who are used to g
up through utter chaos, which helps.

R&B: How did the link witlGrand Designsome about?

FS: The first day the stonemasons came on site they got very excited and said we had to get in touch with the
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| think they found the combination of a castle and a-qoite growrrup schoolboy with not enough money too
irresistible.
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through than an album of photographs could ever have done.

R&B: What have been the toughest challenges?

FS: The mortgage company bailed out half way through which left us not knowing whether the whole thing would
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The collapse of the interior wall, which had in the thirteenth century been part of the castle exterior was a huge
both emotionally and financially.
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R&B: Finally, what advice would you give to anyone about to embark on a big restoration project?
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make it happen.
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X Francis Shaw will officially launch Restoration & Beyond at the Home Building & Renovating Show on 6th November.
He is a Director of Brewster Bye Architects who specialise in restoring Historic Buildings. Check out their pages @e.our webs
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